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Upcoming Events
 
 March 22 - Third Quarter Ends
 March 23 - Fourth Quarter Begins 
 March 29 - Spring Break Begins
 April 7 - Classes Resume
 May 19-20 - No School, Facility Closed
 May 31 - No School, Memorial Day

 It was the Friday after winter break.  Twelve ex-
ceptional people, later to be joined by two more, were 
gathered near the check-in counter at Cincinnati’s in-
ternational airport.  In only þve hours they would be in 
one of the most exciting, diverse cities on earth.  
 This may sound like the start of a great book, but 
in reality, it was the start of the annual high school trip.  
Every year Dr. Schilling holds an assembly, asking the 
students for requests, then works tirelessly for months, 

negotiating ri-
diculously low 
prices.   If you 
see her, make 

sure to thank her for her effort!
	 We spent þve days in San Francisco, negotiat-
ing the public transportation systems and the maze of 
streets in our rental van to go to places as varied as the 
Exploratorium (founded by Frank Oppenheimer, the 
brother of the man who worked on the atomic bomb), 
the U.S.S. Hornet (one of the most distinguished ships 
in history), Lombard St. (the most crooked street in the 
U.S.A.), Alcatraz (the prison in which Al Capone died), 
Winchester Mystery House (just plain insane), and the 
Golden Gate Bridge (you know, the red one). 
                    continued on page 2
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Sights of San Fran-
cisco: (left) Dr. 
Schilling, Mrs. 
Mink, and the stu-
dents on Lombard 
St.; (right) the U.S.S. 
Hornet. (photos 
courtesy of Michael 
Wriston)
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Birthdays!
A belated “happy birthday” to all of our 

friends with January and February birthdays!

	 Paul Shreve			   Jan 4
	 Lily Kovach			   Jan 10
	 Dr. Clegg			   Jan 18
	 Ms. Martin			   Jan 19
	 Timothy Novak-D’Agostino	 Jan 23
	 Josep Baque			   Feb 15
	 Claire McMahon		  Feb 19
	 Zach Felder			   Feb 20 

San Francisco (continued from page 1)
 The Exploratorium, part of the Palace of Fine 
Arts, is a hands-on science museum similar to Colum-
bus’s COSI (Center of Science and Industry)  or Syra-
cuse,  NY’s MOST (Museum of Science and Technol-
ogy).   It is full of hands-on exhibits, such as the Van 
de Graff generator, which generates a static charge that 
causes one’s hair to stand on end.  It is right next to the 
Golden Gate Bridge, and there is a beautiful beach adja-
cent to the parking lot. 
 A giant behemoth towering over Alameda Is-
land, The U.S.S. Hornet is an aircraft carrier commis-
sioned during WWII, which saw action in the Paciþc 
theater of the war, and later served in the Korean and 
Vietnam Wars.  It has one of the most distinguished re-
cords of any ship in history, with over 600 planes shot 
down and over 50 ships sunk.  It was retired in the early 
1970s and sat dormant for approximately 25 years until 
some historians got together and restored it and turned 
it into a museum.   
 With burgundy bricks and green gardens, Lom-
bard Street is notable as the most crooked street in the 
U.S.A. It has a natural grade of 27%!  If you want a tes-
tament to this, just ask Zach, who once rode a bike with 
no brakes down it!   It has 8 sharp switchbacks paved 
with, you guessed it, brick.
  Alcatraz Island is a very interesting island in 
San Francisco Bay.  It has a long history from its pre-

historic lack 
of carnivores 
(natives called 
it bird island) 
to its modern 
development 
into a tourist 
d e s t i n a t i o n . 
These interme-
diate steps in-
clude years as 
a military fort 

for two different 
countries and as a prison for two different judicial sys-
tems.
 Now as to the Winchester Mystery House, Mrs. 
Winchester, the heir to the Winchester riÿe fortune, was 
stark raving mad!  She built a giant house with hundreds 
of extraneous features such as doors that open onto brick 
walls, stairways to nowhere, and cabinets with .5 cm of 
space inside.  While touring the house we walked over 
three miles. Michael Wriston, when asked for a com-

ment, replied in his typical manner, “Ridiculous!”
	 Last, but most deþnitely not least, is the Golden 
Gate Bridge.  It is over a mile long and spans the mouth 
of the San Francisco Bay, where the water is unsuitable 
for ferries due to its choppiness.  
 Remember to tell Dr. Schilling, “Thank You!” 
and sign up for next year’s trip!

Hamster Name Poll
We are having a poll to 
name  Mrs. Cooper’s 
class pet! To vote: 
choose one of the 
following options, write 
it on a slip of paper 
along with your name 
(votes without a name 
will not be counted), 
and put it in the “ideas” 
box on Mrs. Cooper’s 
desk.  Your vote must 
be submitted by Wed., 
March 10.

Potential Names

Garbanzo Bean		  Tesla
Horton			   Hermes
Socrates			   Fermi	
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Alcatraz




